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News
Announcement of Interim Appointments in the COB
President Maimon has announced interim appointments in the College of Business. Beginning
November 1, Dr. Jun Zhao will serve as Interim Dean of the College of Business. In addition, Dr.
Olumide Ijose will serve as Interim Chair of the Division of Management, Marketing, and
Entrepreneurship. A national search will begin immediately for the next Dean of the College of Business,
to replace the retiring Dr. Ellen Foster-Curtis. Read Dr. Maimon's memo on page 6.

All-Campus Symposium Slated for September 23
On Friday, September 23, GSU will continue its tradition of all-campus symposiums when we welcome
Dr. Alma Clayton-Pedersen to campus.
Dr. Clayton-Pederson is a Senior Scholar with the American Association of Colleges and Universities
and the CEO of the Emeritus Consulting Group. She is an expert on the topic of diversity – exploring
ways in which a diverse campus (such as GSU) can also be a campus of inclusion and equity.
This symposium will also explore ways to use data and research to measure the effects of our initiatives
and practices.
More information will be provided soon, but please mark Friday, September 23, from 8:30 a.m. to midafternoon on your calendar.
For more information, contact Penny Perdue.

National Preparedness Month – Active Shooter Forum
September is National Preparedness Month, which serves as a reminder that we all must take action to
prepare, now and throughout the year, for the types of emergencies that could affect us where we live,
work, and visit.
In the spirit of preparation, GSU's Emergency Response Team will be hosting a campus forum, "Active
Shooter: What Can I Do?" The forum will be held Thursday, September 22, from 10 – 11 a.m. in
Engbreston Hall.

At this forum, the Emergency Response Team will discuss campus readiness and response efforts,
highlight outreach and educational resources, and answer questions about what you can do to prevent
and, if needed, respond to an active shooter.

42nd Annual Student Lincoln Laureate Award
Each year an outstanding senior from each of the four-year, degree-granting institutions of higher
learning in Illinois is awarded the Abraham Lincoln Civic Engagement Award and becomes the Student
Laureate of The Lincoln Academy of Illinois. Student Laureates are honored for their leadership and
service in the pursuit of the betterment of humanity and for overall excellence in curricular and
extracurricular activities.
2016 award recipients will receive the Lincoln Academy Student Laureate Medallion, a certificate of
achievement, and a check for $1000. They will participate in a processional of state, civic, and academic
leaders at the award ceremony held in Springfield on Saturday, November 12, in the Old State Capitol. A
luncheon will be held in their honor following the ceremony in the Abraham Lincoln Doubletree Hotel.
GSU is accepting nominations for the Lincoln Academy Student Laureate Award from the 2017
graduating class (baccalaureate degree). Self-nominating students must submit a faculty letter of
recommendation to be considered. Nominations are due by Friday, October 7. For additional information,
contact Student Life at SLCO@govst.edu or 708.235.7362.
Click here to access the Student Laureate Nomination form.

Secure Money for Your Education
Don't miss your chance to secure money for your education. You are now able to file your 2017 –
18 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as early as Oct. 1, 2016. The earlier submission
date is a permanent change. You are encouraged to apply early to maximize financial aid opportunities,
including the Illinois MAP grant.
Beginning with the 2017 – 18 FAFSA, students will be required to report income information from an
earlier tax year. For example, on the 2017 – 18 FAFSA, students/parents will report their 2015 income
information, rather than their 2016 income information. This change is referred to as Prior-Prior Year
taxes. For assistance, contact Financial Aid.

FAFSA Completion Workshop
For help completing your FAFSA and guidance searching for scholarships, attend one of the FAFSA
Workshops sponsored by the Office of Financial Aid and Office of Admissions. The first workshop is on
Saturday, October 1 from 10 a.m. – noon. Other dates are scheduled.
Click here to register online.

Inclusive Leadership Conference Planning Committee Seeks Members
The 2016 Inclusive Leadership Conference will be held November 11 – 12 at GSU. The Inclusive
Leadership Conference is designed to create an understanding and appreciation amongst students for
diverse identities through social justice education. An increased self-awareness encourages students to
be free of misconceptions and prejudices as leaders. The Inclusive Leadership Conference further helps
students understand the intersection of leadership, diversity, and social justice.
We are looking for students, faculty, and staff who would like to serve on the planning committee.
Email diversity@govst.edu by Friday, September 9 to join the committee.

Events

Constitution Day Panel Discussion
Every year, we recognize the adoption of the Constitution and those who have become U.S. citizens with
a Constitution Day event. This year, in honor of Constitution Day, the Division of Humanities is hosting a
faculty panel on refugees and the Constitution of the United States on September 19, from 3 – 4:15 p.m.
in the Hall of Governors. Panel members include Associate Professor Khalil Marrar, Associate Professor
Vincent Jones, and Assistant Professor Ellen Walsh. The panel will discuss the history, current status,
and future of displaced peoples in America.
For more information, email Dr. Amanda Athon

All Program Open House – September 17
The university is hosting a graduate and undergraduate program open house on Saturday, September
17, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. in E-Lounge. The open house will showcase the many bachelor's, master's,
specialist, and doctoral degree programs offered at GSU and provide information on financial aid,
admission requirements, housing, and much more.
Prospective students who attend the open house will receive a waiver code for their application fee.
Programs requiring application through Centralized Application Services are excluded.
For more information, contact Julie Anderson at 708.534.4086. Register for the open house by
September 12.

GSU to Close its Illinois SBDC and International Trade Center
As a result of the ongoing Illinois budget crisis, Governors State University will be closing its Illinois Small
Business Development Center and its Illinois SBDC International Trade Center effective December 31,
2016. Clients of the SBDC will be notified immediately and referred to other no-cost business
development services.

Welcome Back to School Basket Sale
Be sure to stop by the Friends of the Library Welcome Back to School Basket Sale, Thursday,
September 22, from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. in the D Wing Atrium. There will be a variety of baskets and gifts
from which to choose. All contributions to and funds raised through the efforts of the Friends of the
Library go directly to supporting initiatives that enhance the GSU Library.
The Friends of the GSU Library organization is celebrating 10 years of supporting the GSU Library in
2016. To learn more about the GSU Friends of the Library please visit, http://libguides.govst.edu/friends/

GSU to Host State Universities of Illinois Articulation Conference
On September 30, GSU will welcome admissions representatives from Illinois public universities and
high school guidance counselors to its campus during the annual State Universities of Illinois Articulation.
More than 250 guidance counselors will attend the event to learn about programmatic updates, policy
changes and more. The event will take place in the Center for Performing Arts and the Hall of Governors
from 7:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. To participate in the conference, register online.

Highlights
LGBT History Month Program Submissions Sought
LGBT History Month is a month-long annual observance of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender

history and the history of the gay rights and related civil rights movements held annually across the
country in October. If you have ideas for a program offering, please submit your program by visiting
Survey Monkey.
The deadline for submissions is Friday, September 23, 2016.

Black Women Rock Planning Committee
Inspired by BET's Black Girls Rock, "Black Women Rock" (BWR) celebrates the outstanding
achievements of African American female students, faculty, and staff at Governors State University and
community members in surrounding areas. The program will honor the contributions of black women who
are making significant impact in their field. Student Life is looking for students, faculty and staff to serve
on the planning committee. If interested, please forward your name, email address, and phone to
diversity@govst.edu by Friday, September 30th.

2016 Baysore Award Winner
This year's winner of the 2016 Baysore Award is Vickie Carra of Procurement and Business Services.
The Dr. Gerald C. Baysore Award is presented to the GSU employee who most fully demonstrates
absolute integrity, total competence, generous dedication and unfailing civility.

Faculty Profile Page Update Made Easier
One of a student's first and most accurate introductions to a professor can be the faculty profile page on
the GSU website. The information included on that page is what you, the faculty member, want the
students and community to know about you: your education philosophy, achievements, and background.
Updating your page is the best way to present the most accurate information.
To make the updating process easier, the Office of Marketing & Communications is providing a new
online submission form. With this submission form, faculty can simply go online and complete their
information. Faculty profiles will be updated each week by marketing staff. All faculty members are

encouraged to complete the form to enhance their pages with the inclusion of areas of expertise,
website(s), and social media handles. This information will be searchable and useful to students and
members of the press. Please note that because new search fields have been added, ALL faculty
members should fill out the new submission form.
The Office of Marketing & Communications will be taking headshots in E1522, between noon – 2 p.m. on
September 1 and 16, October 3 and 17, November 1 and 16, and December 1 and 16.

Do you have a story or event you want to submit for the GSU View?
Click here to learn about our submission guidelines.
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Date:

September 8, 2016

To:

GSU Faculty and Staff

From:

Elaine P. Maimon, President

Re:
Announcement of Interim Appointments in the College of Business
_________________________________________________________________________
Dr. Ellen Foster Curtis, Dean of GSU’s College of Business, announced at the beginning of this
academic year that she is retiring, effective December 31, 2016; however, she will step down
from the deanship at the end of October. Dean Foster Curtis has been instrumental in working
with the faculty and staff of the College of Business to strengthen academic programs, to
increase enrollment at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and to pursue AACSB
accreditation. Her leadership will be missed, but she has established a strong foundation for the
College that will continue into the future. Please join me in recognizing her dedication and
accomplishments.
In order to maintain the commendable progress made in the College of Business, I am pleased to
announce that Dr. Jun Zhao has agreed to serve as Interim Dean of the College of Business. She
will begin on November 1, and continue until a permanent dean is appointed. Dr. Zhao brings to
the position a wealth of experience. She has served as the chair of the Division of Management,
Marketing, and Entrepreneurship since April 2012. Under her leadership, the Division has
engaged in outreach to area businesses, program revision and development, and accreditation.
Dr. Zhao is a strong advocate for internationalizing the curriculum in the College of Business
through her active involvement with the Global Affairs Committee, study abroad opportunities,
and the CIBER grant with Indiana University.
While Dr. Jun Zhao serves as Interim Dean, I am also pleased to announce that Dr. Olumide
Ijose will serve as the Interim Chair of the Division of Management, Marketing and
Entrepreneurship, starting November 1, and will continue through June 30, 2017. Dr. Ijose has
demonstrated leadership in the accreditation process for AACSB and is an active member of the
Academic Master Plan Committee.
We are moving forward promptly with a national search for the next Dean of the College of
Business. Dean Beth Cada has agreed to chair the search committee. We are in the process of
identifying search committee members.
Please join me in thanking Dean Ellen Foster Curtis, Dr. Jun Zhao, and Dr. Olu Ijose for their
dedication and service to Governors State University.

